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Distinguished panel members, thank you for the opportunity to speak today. 
 
My name is Dr. Cathy Chamblee and I live in Springfield, Delaware County. My family and I moved to 
Pennsylvania twenty years ago, amazed by the beauty of the area that greeted us. Our neighborhood was full of old 
growth trees: some were here when William Penn arrived! I helped neighbors plant trees during our township’s 
environmental initiatives, and I helped keep the Chester-Ridley-Crum Creek watershed clean through local creek 
clean-up days.  
 
But this home has changed over twenty years. Our state emitted more carbon pollution in 2015 than 172 of 194 Paris 
Climate Agreement member nations.1 In this metro area, 79% of carbon emissions come from industrial users and 
the electricity that powers them.2 Every single county in the Philadelphia area has received an ‘F’ on the American 
Lung Association’s 2020 State of the Air Report for unhealthy ozone levels--all due to greenhouse gases.3 We are 
nationally ranked fourth for asthma-related ER visits and death rates, particularly for people of color.4 And for 
me, it’s not even a ten-minute drive to find neighborhoods in economic distress: fully 33% of Philadelphians 
struggle to pay their utility bills.5 
 
In my past, I have helped to protect Pennsylvania’s trees and waterways. Today I am here to protect her air by 
speaking in support of Pennsylvania joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. Participating RGGI states have 
cut their carbon pollution nearly in half, far surpassing the rest of the country by 90%.6 RGGI has created a net 
economic benefit of $4.3 billion to its member states as well as 45,000 new job-years of work.7 And it has grown 
participating states’ economies 31% faster than non-RGGI states.8 The cleaner air in participating states resulted in 
$6 billion in saved health care costs alone between 2009-2014.9 Investments from RGGI have resulted in renewal 
energy measures, climate protection programs, and energy bill assistance to struggling residents.10 Pennsylvania’s 
participation could double RGGI’s environmental benefits simply because our power sector is so large, reducing 
power-sector carbon pollution by at least 30% by 2030.11 
 
I close by asking you to forget for a moment your official capacity in these hearings. If you are a person of faith, as I 
am, I ask you to consider how joining RGGI is a chance to live out your faith. Faith traditions teach the importance 
of loving one’s neighbor. But how can I say I love my neighbor when I knowingly allow the air he breathes to cause 
him relentless asthma attacks that imperil his life? And how can I expect to share God’s light and warmth with my 
neighbor when I know she lives in cold and darkness because she cannot afford her utility bill? Loving our 
neighbors not only means caring for their souls: it means caring for their air, water, and land. Joining RGGI is 
a huge opportunity to do the right thing in several ways for the neighbors we say we care about. We are not 
absolved of our responsibility to act simply because other states are not yet doing so.  
 
Remember this quote from Saint-Exupéry’s The Little Prince: “What is essential is invisible to the eyes.” Let’s take 
care of our air—that “invisible essential” on which every living thing depends. Let’s join RGGI. 
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